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By G. MICHAEL HARMON 
BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) 
— The Mafia Probe Committee 
released an interim report to 
the Legislature Thursday that; 
contained no conclusions on the 
accuracy of a Life magazine ar- 
ticle charging organized crime 
| influence in state government. 

“It would be premature in 
the interim report to deter- 
mine the truth or falsity of 
any of the allegations,” said 
committee c h a i r m a n Sen. 
Adrian Duplantier of New Or- 
leans. 

Duplantier said it may be 
‘several months” before the 
legislative committee completes 
'its work. 

The U-page interim report 
generally was limited to a re- 
view of what the committee has 
accomplished so far, and plane 
for the future. 

In one new development, 
however, the report said the 
committee has contacted U.S. 
Atty. Gerald Gallinghouse to 
[seek the aid of a Justice De- 
jpartment task force on organ- 
ised crime. 

WORK CLOSELY 
“It is hoped that a meeting 
of the two groups (the commit- 
tee and the task force) can be 
arranged soon, to enable us to 
Iwork closely together on a coop- 
erative basis,” the report said. 

The report emphasized 
that the committee investiga- 
tion was limited to the terms 
of the resolution, which creat- 
ed the panel to specifically 
probe organized crime, but 
the group would not ignore 
any law violation that might 
be uncovered. 


•spect to employes under his jur- 
isdiction; otherwise, to the ap- 
propriate other supervisory per- 
son. 

POSSIBILITY SEEN 
“Furthermore, there- is also; 
the possibility that our investi- 
gation may discover evidence 
! indicating the possibility that a 
crime has -been committed 
though not of the nature cov- 
ered (by the resolution), not re- 
lated to organized crime influ- 
encing or corrupting local and 
state government.” 

All such discoveries, the 
report said, will be turned 
over to the proper law en- 
forcement agencies. 

The report reviewed the tes- 
timony of -police officials and 
Gov. John J. McKeithen at its 
two public hearings, especially, 
citing police testimony that “in- 
dicated that while organized 
crime does exist in certain 
areas of the state, it does not 
flourish.” 

Duplantier said, however, 
the committee investigators 
would conduct independent 
probes of all testimony, and 
would not accept anything on 
face value. 

“All agreed that it is im- 
possible to eliminate crime al-' 
together, but that organized 
crime can flourish only if law 
enforcement officials become in- 
volved, the report added. “They 
stated that they knew of no ‘ov- 
erlord’ or ‘hierarchy’ control- 
ling organized crime activities 
[in their respective areas, as is 
apparently true in other parts 
| of the country.” 

Duplantier said the com- 
mittee had made only a “cur- 


The report said, “It is possi- 
ble that during the course of the 
investigations, either privately 
or at public hearings, evidence 
may be developed of inefficien- 
cy or mismanagement on the 
part of state employes, short of 
criminal activity.” 

“In this event,” the report 
said, “as soon as practicable 
[after we learn of such informa- 
tion, the committee will direct 
it to the attention of Mr. W. W. 
McDougall, commissioner of ad- 
ministration, if it is wiih re-i 


sory study” of a package of 
documents presented to the 
panel by Life writer David 
Chandler during an informal 
hearing earlier this month. 

Duplantier declined com- 
ment on statements by Cicero 
Sessions, Chandler’s attorney, 
that the documents contained 
“explosive” information. H e 
also repeated the committee 
position against releasing the 
documents. 

'If Mr. Chandler and Mr. 
Sessions really think it will 
serve the public interest to re- 
lease those documents I will 
make copies of them,” Duplan- 
tier said. 

TRANSCRIPT set 
The report said a transcript 
of all testimony was being pre- 
pared and will be released .to 
the public. , 

The report also said it 
was confident that the courts 
would “uphold the right of a 
state legislature, acting 
through its duly constituted 
committee, to conduct investi- 
gations and subpoena witness- 
es, in an effort to develop 
facts concerning organized 
crime so that appropriate 
remedial legislation to combat 
such criminal activity can be 
prepared and enacted into 
law” 

Chandler has filed suit seek- 
ling to have the committee de- 
clared unconstitutional. 

Duplantier said Chandler 
has been subpoenaed to appear 
at the committee’s next public 
hearing July 14. 

“It is hoped that he will 
appear and that he will testify,” 

I Duplantier said. 





